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Prince Frederick William was bursting with pride of his
son. He took the boy about the Palace in his arms to show
him to servants and to everybody else. The child had a
healthy appearance, judging by a letter received from a
German woman friend by Lady Westmoreland, about a week
after his birth. ' I must tell you of my wonderful good
fortune,' said her correspondent. ' I have actually seen this
precious child in his father's arms ! You will ask me what this
child of so many prayers and wishes is like. They say all
babies are alike ; I do not think so ; this one has a beautiful
complexion, pink and white, and the most lovely little hand
ever seen ! The nose rather large ; the eyes were shut, which
was as well, as the light was so strong. His happy father
was holding him in his arms, and himself showed traces of
all he had gone through at the time. The child was believed
to be dead, so you may conceive the ecstasy of everyone at
his first cry.'

It was not until later that, from lack of use, the boy's left
hand began to take on a livid, shrivelled appearance.
Doubtless, after the first revelation of the deformity, the
young and optimistic parents let themselves believe that
the doctors had exaggerated its gravity. For instance, Vicky,
perhaps understandably, made it by no means clear in her
letters to her mother that there was anything amiss which
might not answer to treatment. That there was such a
thing, the English grandparents .were left to discover for
themselves in course of time.

When the Queen heard that the christening was to take
place on March 5th and that the date was unalterable, she
fumed and wept. Westminster was in the throes of a political
crisis. She could not leave London; therefore, Albert
must not do so either. " It is a stupid law in Prussia, I must
say, to be so particular about having the child christened so
soon," she complained. " I don't think I ever felt so bitterly
disappointed. It almost breaks my heart. And then it is an
occasion so gratifying to both nations and brings them so
much together and it is particularly mortifying."
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